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Goals for this morning’s 
presentation

• Current Legislative Environment

• Bill Tracking

• Tools to keep up to date



Legislative Structure

Two houses – Assembly (80) and Senate 
(40)



Term Limits

• Change in term limits began the 2013-2014 
Legislative Session

• Three 2-year terms in Assembly

• Two 4-year terms in Senate

OR

• 12 years in any one house



Recent Changes; 
Effect on Legislature

• Since 2010-2012

 Open Primary/Top Two candidates

 Redistricting by independent commission

• Budget passage by simple majority but any tax or fee 
increases need 2/3 vote

 2/3 often unattainable due to scandal

 Massive state budget crisis easing but lots of 
caution to loosen spending
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The Life Cycle of Legislation
From Idea Into Law



2018 Legislative Year

• 2nd year of 2-year legislative session

• 2,500 bills were introduced by the deadline –
February 16th
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How We Work

Importance of coalitions

• California Coalition for Reproductive Freedom

• Commission on the Status of Women & Girls

• Legislative Women’s Caucus

• California Women Lead

• A Stronger California
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www.astrongerca.wordpress.com



AAUW California
Legislative Agenda for 

2018

Women’s Economic 
Agenda



Pillars of the Women’s 
Economic Agenda

• Fair Pay and Job Opportunities–
HIGHEST PRIORITY FOR AAUW CA

• Access to Childcare

• Family Friendly Workplace

• Eradicating Poverty
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Gender Pay Gap Bills
Equal Pay Day Resolutions

AB 1017 (2015) – Prior Salary - Vetoed
AB 1354 (2015) – Data Reporting - Vetoed

SB 358 (2015) – Fair Pay Act – Signed
AB 1890 (2016) – Data Reporting – Vetoed

SB 1063 (2016) – Fair Pay Act - Signed
AB 1209 (2017) – Data Reporting - Vetoed
AB 46 (2017) – Public Employees - Signed

AB 168 (2017) – Prior Salary – Signed
AB 2282 (2018) – Prior Salary

SB 1324 (2018) – Pay Data Transparency

research
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Other bills 

See all of the AAUW California positions!

To get more details go to bill tracking online –

 AAUW California Website

 Public Policy tab

 Bill Tracking

updated on a daily basis



AAUW California Website Bill 
Tracking

http://www.aauw-ca.org/index.cfm?go=pages.view&pagesid=456&parent=445&coparent=456
http://www.aauw-ca.org/index.cfm?go=pages.view&pagesid=456&parent=445&coparent=456


Bill Report



Bill Page



Want Updates on Bill 
Activity?

SUBSCRIBE

To “subscribe” to a bill go to 
www.leginfo.legislature.ca.gov and on 

the bill page, go to “track bill”

http://www.leginfo.legislature.ca.gov




Lots to do – your help needed!
Action Alerts

http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/


Ongoing Issues

• Gender Equity
 Title IX
 Discrimination

• State budget
• Education 
• CalWORKS, 
• Social Services, 
• Reproductive Health
• Bullying
• Human Trafficking
• Election & Initiative reform

Keep gender focus to advance equity for women



Tools to Stay Updated

 AAUW California website
Bill tracking—Go to www.aauw-ca.org and find 
under Public Policy Tab

 AAUW California Facebook page 
 AAUW Action Alerts – sign up on www.aauw-

ca.org
 State site - www.legislature.leginfo.ca.gov - look 

up and subscribe to bill changes, research laws, 
find your legislator

http://www.aauw-ca.org
http://www.aauw-ca.org
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/


• California Budget Project - www.cbp.org
• California Coalition for Reproductive Freedom -

www.reproductivefreedomca.org
• National Conference of State Legislators – www.ncsl.org
• California Commission on the Status of Women –

www.women.ca.gov
• Federal Office of Women’s Health  -

http://www.womenshealth.gov/heartattack/
• Legislative Calendar -

http://assembly.ca.gov/legislativedeadlines
• California Women Lead – www.cawomenlead.org
• Legislative Analyst Office - www.lao.ca.gov
• Secretary of State - ballot initiatives - www.sos.ca.gov

Other Organizations and 
Resources

http://www.cbp.org
http://www.reproductivefreedomca.org/
http://www.ncsl.org/
http://www.women.ca.gov
http://www.womenshealth.gov/heartattack/
http://assembly.ca.gov/legislativedeadlines
http://www.cawomenlead.org
http://www.lao.ca.gov
http://www.sos.ca.gov


Stay Connected with 
Sacramento

Shannon Smith-Crowley, JD, MHA
Legislative Advocate

legislativeadvocate@aauw-ca.org
www.facebook/AAUWCA

@aauwcalobbyist (Twitter)

916.441.2430 (office)
916.717.4936 (mobile)

400 Capitol Mall, 22nd Floor
Sacramento CA 95814
www.wilkefleury.com

mailto:legislativeadvocate@aauw-ca.org
https://twitter.com/aauwcalobbyist

