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Welcome to the California Compass, the monthly roadmap sent to

every member from your state AAUW organization!

Charmen’s Compass Callouts: A message from Charmen Goehring, AAUW
California President

This is my last official writing as your state president. It has been a pleasure and an
honor to work beside the talented and knowledgeable leaders who have made up
our state leadership team over the past two years. There have been many actions
that I am proud of: this publication bringing you more news and, I hope,
transparency into our state and national organizations; bringing our fabulous office
manager’s salary to a more equitable level (we are about pay equity, after all!);
highlighting the importance of diversity and inclusion for AAUW; the creation and
promotion of the Volunteers First program; the continued development of the School
Board Project; the recruiting of former Tech Trek students to fill nearly all camp
director positions; and so much more. As always, our communications team goes
above and beyond to provide a top-notch website and stellar communications to our
members. Though no longer president (as of June 30th!) I will continue on the
leadership team, channeling my passion for the Legacy Circle and the Greatest

https://mailchi.mp/aauw-ca.org/california-compass-june-2026?e=273b4100eb


Needs Fund as the AAUW Fund chair. Thank you for all of the support that you
provided me during my term as state president - it was greatly appreciated!

National Needle: News from AAUW National

1. Last call to make a DONATION to the Public Policy Fund and have it doubled,
thanks to an anonymous $250,000 matching grant! You have until June 15,
2026. 

2. Help us call for the passage of the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Act. Download
an It's My Vote sign, write your reason for voting, and share on social media.
Tag AAUW to amplify your voice! You can also easily send letters to your
members of Congress on other AAUW issues HERE.

3. Our organization is only as strong as the support it receives from its members.
Equity Keepers are members who make a monthly donation, providing steady,
reliable support that sustains AAUW’s mission every day. No amount is too
small. Simply choose “monthly” on your donation form. You will find more
information HERE.

4. Anyone believed to qualify for honorary lifetime status (50+ years of
membership) who has not yet been recognized should ask their branch
membership chair for an Honorary Lifetime application to submit for review. 

On the Horizon: Highlights from the State Committees

Tech Trek

https://my.aauw.org/s/donation?id=a1BQr000002JXwnMAG
https://www.aauw.org/app/uploads/2024/07/Its-My-Vote-sign.pdf
https://www.aauw.org/act/two-minute-activist/?utm_source=mission-and-action&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=may-2026-newsletter
https://www.aauw.org/about/ways-to-support/


Tech Trek California is a 100% volunteer-operated, branch-sponsored program
of AAUW California, which means we can’t do it without the help of $$ or
time from members.

Camps love scheduling visitors for a few hours or a day!  Check out the camp
schedule HERE and click a camp name to learn more.
Mary Isaac, Tech Trek Program Director, techtrek@aauw-ca.org 

Public Policy
Over the summer, the Public Policy Team will continue advancing AAUW
California’s Legislative Agenda and will keep you informed about key
opportunities to contact your legislators as bills work their way through the
legislative process. You should also watch for information about new voter
guides and about get-out-the-vote materials in August.

Please follow us on Resistbot so that you will be notified when new petitions
are available to sign.

Please share the latest issue of Public Policy News with your branches,
your friends, and your network.
Missy Maceyko and Amy Hom, Directors, Public Policy Co-chairs,
publicpolicy@aauw-ca.org

Strategic Planning
For the majority of our membership, the main renewal season has begun. Here
are the expectations and exceptions. If you regularly renew online, all is well;
just remember to do it. If you don’t and you need to reset your password, it is
easily done, but not swiftly! National’s system will send the reset email to the
address in their system, so if that is not current, your membership director
needs to update your file so the request reaches you. Next, it is not instant; the
link can take up to 20 minutes to reach your email. Often, especially if you have
Gmail, it does not go to your inbox but to promo, spam, or junk folders. So, do
this task when you have a few minutes.

Up to 30% of you are 50-year honorary life members, and you never renew
online (and you don’t need to), but if you want to make donations, including
your local branch dues, pay your branch directly by cash, check, or any other
method they accept.

Even though the majority of our members still have a June 30th renewal date,
we now have lots of year-round members. You will receive your renewal notices
at the appropriate time.
Donna Holmes, Director, Strategic Plan Consultant, strategic-planning@aauw-
ca.org
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Branch Development
Save the Date! In-person AAUW California 2027 Annual Meeting April 16-18,
2027

Plan to be with us next April for our in-person annual meeting. Location TBD.
Sigrid Moranz and Rebecca Gomez, Directors, Branch Development Co-
chairs, branch-development@aauw-ca.org

Questions or Comments?

We would love to hear from you! You can reach the California Compass
editors at cc@aauw-ca.org.
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AAUW's mission: To advance gender
equity for women and girls through
research, education, and advocacy.
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