





Why H igher Education BE Higher education is one of the most
Matters for Women powerful engines we have for economic

security and mobility.

* Adegree is still associated with higher
earnings and more job stability.

* When higher education is under attack —
when civil-rights protections are rolled back,
when aid is slashed, when international
students are targeted — women’s equality
and economic security are under attack.




Today’s Focus

e Department of Education
* International students

e CivilRights

e Cost & Affordability

 Defending Higher Education



The U.S. Department of Education was created to do

Understanding RulSants

the e Enforce civil-rights laws in education — including
U.S. Department protections against race and sex discrimination and
Of for students with disabilities;

Ed ucatlon e Administer federal student aid — Pell Grants, loans,
and work-study — fairly and effectively; and

 Promote equal educational opportunity for all
students — regardless of where they live or how
much their family earns.







e Staffing cuts at the Department of Education,
including the Office of Civil Rights

e Students with discrimination complaints are left
waiting; many are discouraged from reporting at all

e “Partnerships” that shift core work to other agencies,
creating confusion and gaps in enforcement







International
Students

e Students blocked at the border
* Visas unobtainable

e Campus cutbacks closed doors
e Climate of fear




Civil Rights

Rolling back disparate-impact protections

Pressuring schools to dismantle diversity offices
and “divisive concepts” teaching

Threatening funding or nonprofit status to force
ideological compliance

These moves disproportionately harm: women,
students of color, low-income, LGBTQ+, and
disabled students



Budget
Reconciliation

Instead of expanding access, it erects new barriers
that will shut out millions — especially women, low-
income families, and communities of color

The law:
e Slashes financial aid
* Eliminates vital student-loan programs
e Channels public dollars into private voucher
schemes without strong civil-rights
safeguards









Advocacy@aauw.org
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