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Linking together for our mission.

● Updates from National: Dept of Ed Dismantling
○ What You Can Do to Resist

● Updates from State
○ School Board Project - Symposium
○ School Board Project
○ Lobby Day 2026
○ Things to Look For(ward to)
○ 2025 Legislative Agenda Recap
○ Proposition 50
○ No Kings Day
○ Upcoming events and webinars

● Q&A/Open Discussion

Agenda

Look for these icons for immediate or 
upcoming action opportunities.
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Updates from AAUW National: Dept of Ed Dismantling   
Department of Energy final rules, which impact Title IX and Title VI are anticipated on 12/9 — see below. 
Expect an AAUW press release and action alert.
● Rescinding Regulations Related to Nondiscrimination in Federally Assisted Programs or Activities 

(General Provisions), DOE-HQ-2025-0024
○ This rule rescinds long-standing protections against disparate impact discrimination in 

DOE-funded education programs. The disparate impact standard holds recipients 
accountable when a policy that seems neutral on its face nevertheless burdens certain racial 
or ethnic groups more than others.

○ See AAUW's comment.
● Rescinding Regulations Related to Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs, 

DOE-HQ-2025-0025
○ This rule rescinds a critical protection in DOE-funded education programs that allows schools 

to take proactive steps to help overcome the effects of discrimination that have resulted in 
the underrepresentation of women and girls in certain educational fields, like STEM.

○ See AAUW's comment.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/05/16/2025-08593/rescinding-regulations-related-to-nondiscrimination-in-federally-assisted-programs-or-activities
https://www.aauw.org/app/uploads/2025/07/DOE-HQ-2025-0024-AAUW-disparate-impact.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/05/16/2025-08594/rescinding-regulations-related-to-nondiscrimination-on-the-basis-of-sex-in-education-programs-or
https://www.aauw.org/app/uploads/2025/07/DOE-HQ-2025-0025-AAUW-Title-IX.pdf
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Updates from AAUW National (cont’d)  
AAUW Press Release: Gutting the Department of Education Betrays Students' Civil Rights (11/20/25).

○ TAKE ACTION - Urge Congress to ensure the Dept. can fulfill its mission: 
https://aauw.quorum.us/campaign/148631/.

○ Overview of litigation re: dismantling of Dept. of Ed. from Democracy Forward and Higher Ed 
Dive.

Recap of Dept. of Ed.'s Reimagining and Improving Student Education (RISE) Committee negotiated 
rulemaking, including definitions and loan limits for "graduate" and "professional" degrees.

● Will impact student loan funding. 
● If you want to read more on this, see THIS DOC. 

https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/media/press-releases/aauw-gutting-the-department-of-education-betrays-students-civil-rights/
https://aauw.quorum.us/campaign/148631/
https://democracyforward.org/work/education-dismantle/
https://www.highereddive.com/news/amended-lawsuit-Education-Department-interagency-agreements-McMahon/806651/
https://www.highereddive.com/news/amended-lawsuit-Education-Department-interagency-agreements-McMahon/806651/
https://ticas.org/accountability/rise-neg-reg-session-2-recap-nov-2025/
https://ticas.org/accountability/rise-neg-reg-session-2-recap-nov-2025/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bB2QUeWZsnSJc1oeppT19tELtRbG54T9ORqWokwWi6Y/edit?tab=t.0
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Protest, Respond to Action Alerts, and/or Engage in Targeted Monthly Actions! More coming 
on public education around Dept of Ed dismantling in Jan 2026.

 

What Can YOU Do To Resist?

Every 
Contribution 

Helps!
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Why is participation in the School Board Project so critical? See the series of articles provided by 
the SBP team:
● Understand the Urgency of Branch Participation in the School Board Project
● School Boards - The Overlooked Frontline of Democracy
● Supporting Public Education: Community-Based Coalitions
● AAUW California Public Policy Committee Announces School Board Project Symposium

Half Day Symposium - Saturday Jan 31, 2026 9:00am-12:30pm via Zoom. Register HERE.
● Keynote: Current State of Education Laws & the Challenges Presented
● Presentation: How to Effectively Monitor School Board Meetings for Compliance
● Panel Discussion: Challenges Facing Our School Boards
● Workshops:

○ Coalition building for Greater Community Impact
○ Recruiting School Board Candidates
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School Board Project

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eXcEHV1ZmK-Gak8MnErr8BKHldVmprsvGHLQdEUOsIg/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hUTQ67__Yrg1SnnSfsL4yzPaeIiPNWAr/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VLH9y8W3fh1jRZmv6lQgAg3dN9PtnbmL881R1steD8s/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N71PPopLMKp8fe8vnNGV1vxKhOJxjspQ/edit
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/qWr6jFavQbmVcE6YX1wC4g#/registration
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School Board Project (cont’d)

Check out the event! Flyer will be 
emailed to all members next week. 
Please share it with your branches, 
your networks, and other 
organizations.
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Lobby Day 2025 faced logistical challenges stemming from the overbooked schedules of the 
legislative offices in Sacramento. 
● Many meetings were not confirmed until the last minute
● 84 of 94 meetings were with staff rather than with legislators
● Most meetings were limited to 15 minutes

The Redlands Branch scheduled their own meetings with district offices for Lobby Day 2025. They 
succeeded in securing 8 meetings, of which 4 were with the legislators.

AAUW California Public Policy sent a survey to all members to solicit their thoughts about shifting 
Lobby Day to in-district rather than in Sacramento. We received 213 responses, with the majority 
people preferring in-district meetings, followed by Zoom.
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Lobby Day 2026
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Based on the member input received, Lobby Day 2026 will be held primarily in person in-district and 
via Zoom. We believe this will result in:

● Earlier meeting confirmations
● Longer meetings
● More meetings with legislators instead of staff

This approach introduces a new challenge in that most people want to meet with their own 
legislators, some of whom have 15-20 AAUW members in their district who want to participate in 
Lobby Day, spread across multiple branches. 

Please look for more information and a sign-up form in January.
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Lobby Day 2026 (cont’d)
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City Council Action and Monitoring Project (CCAMP) 
● Look for information about the program and your potential participation in it! It 

will be  in your inboxes soon. More information about CCAMP will also be rolling out 
in January & February 2026.

New Public Policy Interns Incoming 
● Interviews and onboarding in the next few weeks.    
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Things to Look For(ward to)
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A-priority support bills were vetoed or gutted:
● SB 771 (Stern): Social Media Platforms Endangering Californians (AAUW CA Sponsored) - Governor 

vetoed the bill, indicating that current civil rights laws have not been tested in the courts wrt 
algorithms complicity in hate crimes.

● SB 418 (Menjivar): Ensure Equal Access to Care for All - Governor vetoed the bill, citing a concern 
about cost impact

● AB 1098 (Fong): Pregnancy Protections for All Students - Bill faced significant opposition from 
public universities, and author’s office chose not to continue. Instead they gutted and replaced the 
language to establish the Office of the Interagency Council on Education. The amended bill was 
signed into law.

11 of the 14 support bills that made it to the Governor’s desk were signed into law, including:
● AB 621 (Bauer-Kahan): This B-priority bill heightens penalties for companies whose platforms 

distribute deepfake pornography.
● SB 669 (McGuire): This B-priority bill authorizes up to five rural hospitals throughout the state to 

partner with licensed birth centers to provide perinatal services in rural communities.
● AB 260 (Aguiar-Curry): This bill protects access to medication abortion.
● SB 627 (Wiener): This bill bans law enforcement officers from wearing facial coverings during their 

duties. This is the first such law enacted in the nation!

AAUW California 2025 Legislative Agenda Recap
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Three of the bills AAUW California opposed have died:
● AB 579 (Castillo): This bill would have barred courts from treating parents’ refusal to acknowledge 

their child’s gender identity as abuse, preventing it from being used as a factor in custody 
decisions. 

● AB 25 (DeMaio): This bill would have required an election official to verify the citizenship of voters.
● AB 1012 (Essayli): This bill would have prohibited the provision of Medi-Cal to people without legal 

immigration status.

To see the full results of the 2025 Legislative Agenda, please go to the Bill Tracking Report.

To review the Legislative Agenda Scorecard, see the November issue of Public Policy News, page 7.  

AAUW California 2025 Legislative Agenda (cont’d)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1anxXv9ZtxC9tHxdFHen-FPlPXKuVOiOCqpv_uasJMkY/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CZQq4nOmJyhqWcss-OldYwYK2M54TMv7/view?usp=sharing
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Thank you for everything you did to Get Out the Vote and educate the community about the 
importance of Prop 50. Voters overwhelmingly approved the measure, giving the state the ability to 
temporarily redraw its congressional maps in response to the redistricting undertaken by Texas. 

The collective efforts of organizations like AAUW California - alongside many others - made a real 
difference.

Proposition 50 - Thank you for your advocacy!
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In October, AAUW encouraged members to turn out to nationwide No Kings Day protests to “...show the 
power of people working together for education, economic opportunity, civil rights, and a healthy 
democracy.” AAUW members responded, joining with neighbors, friends, and family members, as well as 
with partner organizations, to turn out in force.

No Kings Day - AAUW shows up in force

https://www.aauw.org/app/uploads/2025/10/AAUW-No-Kings-Toolkit-Oct-18.pdf
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● Reproductive Health Care Issues Post-Dobbs - Thursday Jan 15, 2026 6:00pm PT. Register 
HERE.

● Leah Litman Speaks to AAUW on Roe Commemoration - Thursday Jan 22, 2026 
1:00-2:00pm PT. Register HERE.

● AAUW California School Board Project Half Day Symposium - Saturday Jan 31, 2026 
9:00am-12:30pm PT via Zoom. Register HERE. 

And if you missed them:
● Harnessing the Power of AI: Innovation, Creativity, and Social Impact - see the recording 

HERE. 

● Higher Education at Risk - And How You Can Help Protect It - featuring Meghan Kissell, 
AAUW Senior Director of Policy - see the recording HERE and the presentation slides HERE.

●  Project 2025 Impacts on AAUW Values - One Year Later: How to Stop Ongoing 
Implementation - see the recording HERE.

Upcoming Webinars and Events

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/4ZIYVUSkRFqKb2D8NL12Dw#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_M2FiWXqvQqCorEAdJdFcrw#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/qWr6jFavQbmVcE6YX1wC4g#/registration
https://www.aauw-ca.org/harnessing-the-power-of-ai-innovation-creativity-and-social-impact/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZaV9ClsO6w
https://www.aauw-ca.org/documents/2025/12/higher-education-at-risk-presentation.pdf/
https://www.aauw-ca.org/webinar-project-2025-impacts-on-aauw-values-one-year-later-how-to-stop-ongoing-implementation/
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Q&A/Open Discussion
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NOTE: Meetings will be held every other month on Fridays at 1:30pm 
starting October. 

Meeting dates Feb 6, Apr 3, Jun 5 

Next meeting: Friday February 6th at 1:30pm

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87678507834

Information about all meetings, including slides and recordings can 
always be found HERE.

Next Public Policy Peer Group Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87678507834
https://docs.google.com/document/d/115i2dhfpGrm4bn-P4k2Jdd4_S3Nb33AMS3Nfc_yIh68/edit?tab=t.0

