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November 2024

Go ahead. Jump in.

Emergency personnel are standing by.

Dear <<First Name>>,
Welcome to the California Connection, the monthly missive sent to every
member from your state organization for a quick and informal read of things to
know and do in AAUW!

Things to Know

https://mailchi.mp/aauw-ca.org/july-2022-california-connection-9296720?e=[UNIQID]


No one wants to hear the bad news first. But we’ll start our newsletter with just
that and get it over with. AAUW mourns the passing of Lilly Ledbetter, the
inspiring warrior for equal pay who epitomized the grit and persistence we need
to meet our mission. Her long-running and trailblazing challenge of Goodyear
Tire & Rubber for pay discrimination went to the Supreme Court and finally to
President Obama’s desk for passage into law as the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act
of 2009. Click HERE to learn more from our Public Policy Committee. Our hat is
off to her.

Getting 100% isn’t always that great. We don’t want 100% absence of our
luggage on the carousel, or 100% inflation, or 100% germination of Duck
Lettuce seeds (see Federal Noxious Weed List). Sometimes, getting less than
100% is just fine. And that’s why we’re proud of the 86.2% success rate for our
AAUW California legislative agenda. (Note the decimal precision for you
numbers geeks.) 25 of 29 bills that aligned with our Public Policy pillars were
signed into law by Governor Newsom. Some died along the way and were
given a proper burial. We won’t sing Taps for them, because that would be
punishing to your ears, but we will sing the praises of our state lobbying efforts
for this success.

 

https://www.aauw-ca.org/lilly-ledbetter-a-beacon-of-equality-and-justice/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/weedlist.pdf
https://www.aauw-ca.org/public-policy-priorities-ppp-revised/


Jaws had flaws. The film boat sank and the actors fought. But the worst
problem was that the mechanical shark broke down repeatedly and flopped
over. A listing shark is not a scary shark. What did Spielberg do? He changed
his perspective. He reduced the footage of the slumping shark and focused
more on the faces of the spectators. He adjusted. And that’s what AAUW will
do. Regardless of the election’s outcome, any turmoil it causes, and our
opinions about it, be assured that AAUW will adjust its perspective and
steadfastly persist in advocating for women and girls. Our job is to make it safe
to go in the water.

Things to Do



Not this.

Are you a parent? Know a parent? (Note that this does not include parenting
goofy pets like Labradoodles and Sphynxes.) If the children involved are of the
human variety (or, at least, most of the time), you should read and share the
parent brochure prepared by our Public Policy Committee’s School Board
Project. It can help parents understand and address troubling issues in their
schools’ curriculum. Download a copy HERE and do a little origami folding to
turn it into a tri-fold brochure that you can hand out or leave at public locations.
If it looks like a crane, you did it wrong.

Vincent Van Gogh liked stars. We do too. So here’s the deal: you can look at
stars all you want without purchasing a $100 million painting or 4-wheeling to a
remote Dark Skies spot that might not have a bathroom. Just help your branch
earn a five-star rating in AAUW National’s branch recognition program. The
requirements, which support AAUW’s goals, are laid out HERE. They are very
achievable; your branch probably already has qualified for some stars. Pick a
few activities that you can help with and bask in the stars’ glow. An alternative is
to embarrass yourself with this. 

Yosemite National Park turned 134 years old last
month.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sphynx_cat
https://www.aauw-ca.org/school-board-project-toolkit/
https://www.aauw-ca.org/school-board-project-toolkit/
https://www.aauw-ca.org/school-board-project-parent-brochure/
https://www.go-astronomy.com/dark-sky-parks-stargazing-state.php?State=CA
https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/initiatives/5-star-program/
https://www.amazon.com/Meecaa-Numbers-Abstract-Beginner-Painting/dp/B096Y5WDYF/ref=sr_1_7?crid=29OXCKHF0ZCNJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.i2DUus6HjyBbHq5VFHA1taG0-EN4ZeY0RErjay8l2jUhTMNA0yx6Ybci9BrcoaVez8d0upisBkxbKNWWimoeWP2qK5yrg8hXNXH5W1IRwTH10CGAlpLgYN7X4z7KFW_L5GvfmpKyxgIE-OX5aUAxO1X-tyYULYBw4mfuU_XZKmYgfNzA9IGwIXbQgskeAS-w0ZepLSdYcNnFP2y4pw1rs1Cx2rkhAT3sBgswdJ07l9q6Z0Q9WE9UEU5aUK7fZQg5j3GytW4FlA4oI3XrKb-WC1mLK5rZONn8Ip-rInS1jqY.eaGzM_L4M-cHubtfyySyLmois-v_1nLdYQSCMWhwrZM&dib_tag=se&keywords=paint+by+number+starry+night&qid=1730664564&sprefix=paint+by+number+starry+night%2Caps%2C218&sr=8-7


You didn’t. 
 

Be grateful.

AAUW's mission: To advance gender
equity for women and girls through
research, education, and advocacy.
AAUW.org

AAUW California's mission: AAUW
California facilitates California
branches in meeting the vision and
mission of AAUW by providing
programs, education and resources.
www.aauw-ca.org
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