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American Association of University Women of California Announces
Termination of Twitter Account

(Sacramento, California) - The board of directors of the American Association of University Women of California (AAUW California) announced that it terminated its account with the social media platform Twitter effective November 9, 2022. As the local branch of this parent organization, AAUW (insert branch name), supports this action.  

The decision was based on several actions taken by Elon Musk both before and since his takeover of this social media platform. Primarily, AAUW California is concerned that the incidence of hate speech, disinformation, discriminatory and misogynistic rhetoric, and the spread of dangerous and divisive theories will continue to rise under his stewardship. 

Mr. Musk purchased Twitter on October 27, 2022. Within 24 hours, the platform was inundated with hate and disinformation. Montclair State University researchers who study how often certain homophobic, antisemitic, and racial hate terms are used found that, on average, just over 1,000 such tweets were posted in a 12-hour period before Musk acquired Twitter. According to the report, on October 28, in the first 12 hours following his acquisition, hate speech was tweeted an estimated 4,778 times. In additional, on October 30, 2022, Mr. Musk personally tweeted a link to an article in the Santa Monica Observer which promoted a dangerous and homophobic conspiracy theory about the violent attack on the husband of Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi. Mr. Musk’s other business ventures, Tesla automobile company and SpaceX, a space exploration company, have been plagued by claims of sexual harassment.

As an organization that supports equity for women and girls, values the advancement of fair and equitable opportunities for everyone in our diverse society, and opposes hate, violence and harassment against members of any demographic group, AAUW California can no longer be associated with this platform. 
To learn more about AAUW California, visit aauw-ca.org. To learn more about the local AAUW (insert branch name) branch, visit (insert branch website address). 
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