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    2007 Public Policy Legislative Positions 
 
Positions are taken on bills that relate to Association public policy principles and AAUW California 
public policy priorities for 2007 – 2009. All bills are supported EXCEPT where OPPOSE is noted in 
the descriptions. 
 
EQUI TY:  Recognizing that equity for all women and girls requires an application of legal definition, 
AAUW CA supports: 
 
 Constitutional protection for the civil rights of all individuals 
 
AB 14 (Laird) Discri mination: Civil Rights Act of 2007 
Enacts the Civil Rights Act of 2007. Subjects licensees under this Business and Professions Code to 
disciplinary action if the discrimination is based upon the prospective recipient's sex, race, color, religion, 
ancestry, national origin, disability, medical condition, marital status, or sexual orientation. Provides that 
nothing in these provisions would require any healing art practitioner to perform a licensed activity for 
which he or she is qualified. 
 
AB 1319 (Houston) Schools: Athletes: Steroid Testing 
Prohibits a pupil enrolled in grades 9 to 12 from participating in interscholastic high school sports unless 
that pupil and one of his or her parents or legal guardians signs a form consenting to random urinalysis 
testing for steroid use and mandatory testing for steroid use, if the pupil is a member of a sports team that 
qualifies to participate in a regional state playoff, or state championship game. OPPOSE 
 
SB 471 (Margett) Birth  &  Death Certi fi cates: Copies: Identi fi cation 
Requires any person who requests, in person, a certified copy of a birth or death record to provide the 
official with valid identification. Establishes requirements for a person who has been a victim of identity 
theft to obtain a birth or death record. OPPOSE 
 
 Legislation that addresses current inequities in compensation and benefits 

for all working women 
 
AB 435 (Brownley) Wage Discri mination 
Requires employers to maintain the wage and job classification records of its employees for 10 years. 
Increases the statute of limitations for an employee to bring a civil action against an employer to recover 
wages. 
 
AB 1498 (DeVore) State-Funded Programs 
Relates to existing law prohibiting the state, the State University, a local agency, a state contractor, or a 
state grantee from denying any person full and equal access to all the benefits of any state-funded 
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program or activity. Provides that these provisions shall not to be construed to apply to any activities 
including the internal organization or membership composition of an organization, including a religious 
or faith-based organization, that do not directly pertain to the program or activity. OPPOSE 
 
SB 549 (Corbett) EmployeeÕs Right to Bereavement Leave 
Adds the right to take time off for bereavement to the provisions of existing law the provides employees 
with the right to take time off work without discharge or discrimination. 
 
EDUCATI ON: Believing that public education and lifelong learning are the foundations of a democratic 
society, AAUW CA supports: 
 
 Equitable funding for quality public education in preschool through 

secondary schools that supports all students of any culture, race, ethnicity, 
special needs, or sexual orientation 

 
AB 1059 (De Leon) Child Care Personnel 
Establishes the Pre-kindergarten Assumption Program of Loans for Education. Relates to Child 
Development Teacher and Supervisor Grant Program. Adds persons working at a child care center that 
contracts with the State Department of Education to those persons eligible to receive grants under the 
program. 
 
AB 1236 (Mullin) Compulsory  School Attendance: Readiness Program 
Repeals the kindergarten readiness pilot program. Establishes the kindergarten readiness program. 
Requires that kindergarten readiness classes be taught by a teacher with a credential that authorizes 
services in kindergarten or a baccalaureate degree with 24 unites in early care and education with a 
professional development plan that provides for a credential within 5 years. Requires that a teacher with 
an associate degree and 24 units in early care and education also be employed in each classroom. 
 
SB 227 (Harman) Course of Study: Community Service 
Requires a school district to offer elective courses in community service to allow pupils to earn academic 
credit for service they provide to nonprofit organizations.  
 
 Continuing educational research and reform that improves student 

achievement 
 
AB 668 (Portantino) Student Financial Aid 
Enacts the Community College Student Federal and State Financial Aid Opportunity Act. Expresses 
various findings and declarations of the Legislature relating to the use of the federal Pell Grant program 
by students of Community Colleges. Expresses the intent of the Legislature to increase the number of 
students of the Community Colleges receiving awards from the federal Pell Grant program. 
 
SB 675 (Torl akson) Instructional Programs 
Requires the State Department of Education to conduct a needs assessment survey of all school districts 
and county offices of education to determine the availability and accessibility of courses and coursework 
in the areas of career technology education and computer literacy. Requires the department to provide a 
comprehensive plan for integrating technical skills training into the core curriculum of schools. 
 
 Programs that provide women with education, training, and support for 

long-term success in the work force and the community 



 3 

 
AB 76 (Li eber) Corrections: Female I nmates 
Requires the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to develop a community-based female 
offender program whereby female offenders who committed a nonviolent or nonserious offense are 
housed in the same facility during their term of imprisonment and while participating in a residential 
aftercare program during parole. 
 
SB 58 (Hollingswor th) CalWORKS Program 
Amends the CalWORKs program to require, after an adult has received aid for the 60-month period, that 
he or she be removed from the assistance unit, but permits children in the assistance unit to continue to 
receive assistance after the 60-month benefit limit has been reached only if certain conditions are met. 
Permits a county to provide these former recipients with additional welfare-to-work services. Prohibits 
eligibility for aid for assistance under specified conditions. OPPOSE 
 
 Medically accurate health curriculum, including comprehensive sex 

education 
 
AB 629 (Brownley) Sex Education Programs  
Enacts the Sexual Health Education Accountability Act, which would require any program that provides 
education to prevent adolescent or unintended pregnancy or to prevent sexually transmitted infections to 
meet specified requirements. 
 
AB 708 (Huff)  Reproducti ve Health: Abstinence Education 
Requires the Department of Public Health to develop and implement a program of abstinence education 
that would maximize federal financial participation, and would specify the purpose of the program and 
subjects to be included in the program. Permits the department to receive cash or in-kind donations in 
connection to this program. OPPOSE 
 
SOCI ETAL CHANGE 
Promoting the social, economic, and physical well being of all individuals, AAUW CA supports: 
 
 The right to determine one's reproductive life, including the right to privacy 

and access to quality family planning services 
 
AB 1009 (Benoit) Fetal Pain Prevention 
Enacts the Unborn Child Pain Awareness Act. Requires, with an exemption for medical emergency, the 
physician performing the abortion to offer the pregnant woman information and counseling on fetal pain. 
Require the Department of Public Health to develop a related brochure and a waiver form. Requires the 
Medical Board to adopt regulations for revocation or suspension of medical licenses for violation of these 
provisions. Authorizes a civil action. OPPOSE 
 
SB 850 (Maldonado) Bir th Certi fi cates: Sti llborn Births 
Enacts the Missing Angels Act. Requires the local registrar of births and deaths of the district in which a 
fetal death in which the fetus has advanced to or beyond the 20th week of uterogestation is registered to 
issue, upon request, to the father or mother or his or her designee, a certificate of birth resulting in 
stillbirth. OPPOSE 
  
 
 Access to health care and the expansion of patient rights 
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AB 28 (Huffman) Personal Income Tax: Contri buti ons: Californi a Breast Cancer Research Fund 
(CBCRF)  
Extends the sunset date for the California Breast Cancer Research Fund (CBCRF) from January 1, 2008 
to January 1, 2013. CBCRF receives more voluntary contributions than any other tax check-off program.  
There is a strong need to continue funding breast cancer research in California.  Thirty-nine research 
projects have been either partially or fully funded by money raised from the tax check-off.  The research 
projects include efforts to improve detection, better understanding prevention, improve the quality of life 
for breast cancer survivors, and provide information about the links between breast cancer and the 
environment.  Breast cancer is the most common cancer among women in California and the tax check-
off has raised millions for breast cancer research.  While progress has been made in improving 
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment techniques, more answers are still needed. 
 
SB 57 (Hollingswor th) Personal Income Taxes 
Amends the Personal Income Tax Law to reduce all marginal tax rates and eliminate the tax on taxable 
income for taxable years beginning on or after a certain date. Repeals the alternative minimum tax for 
taxable years beginning on or after a certain date. Repeals provisions of the Mental Health Services Act, 
which establishes a state personal income tax surcharge on taxpayers with annual taxable incomes of 
more than a specified amount and uses such funds for expanding county mental health programs. 
OPPOSE 
 
SB 164 (Migden) Prenatal Screening 
Relates to the Birth Defects Monitoring and Biomedical Resources Program. Requires the Department of 
Public Health to charge investigators to use pregnancy blood for research purposes, a fee for costs related 
to data linkage, storage, retrieval, processing, data entry, re-inventory, and shipping of pregnancy blood or 
its components, and related data management.  
 
SB 365 (McClintock) Out-of-State Car ri ers 
Allows a carrier domiciled in another state to offer, sell or renew a health care service plan or a health 
insurance policy in this state without holding a license issued by the Department of Managed Health Care 
or a certificate of authority issued by the commissioner. Exempts the carrier's plan or policy from 
requirements otherwise applicable to plans and insurers providing health care coverage in the state. 
OPPOSE 
 
SB 621 (Harman) Pupils: Confidential Medical Services: Parental 
Relates to rights of a minor to obtain medical, dental, mental health, and counseling services without the 
consent of his or her parent or guardian. Relates to notification. Requires a school district to send notices 
separately to the pupil and the parents or guardians. OPPOSE 
 
SB 840 (Kuehl) Single-Payer Health Care Coverage 
Establishes the State Universal Healthcare System. Makes all state residents eligible for specified health 
care benefits under the system, which would, on a single-payer basis, negotiate for or set fees for health 
care services provided through the system and pay claims for those services. Creates the Universal 
Healthcare Policy Board to establish policy on medical issues and various other matters in the system. 
  
 Availability and access to quality, affordable family care giving services 
 
SB 426 (Kehoe) Emergency Services: Access and Functional Needs 
Requires the Director of Emergency Services to create the position of Deputy Director for Access and 
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Functional Needs Coordination within the Office of Emergency, who shall be responsible for creating an 
access and functional needs state plan, and performing specified duties with respect to the oversight and 
implementation of emergency preparedness and response activities related to persons with functional 
limitations and disabilities. 
  
 Respect for diversity and the rejection of all forms of discrimination 
 
AB 165 (Jeffri es) Offi ce of Faith-Based and Community Initiati ves 
Establishes the Office of Faith-Based Community Initiatives within the office of the Governor. Requires 
the office to serve as a clearinghouse of information on federal, state, and local funding for charitable 
services performed by charitable organizations. Encourages those organizations to seek public funding for 
their charitable services, and act as a liaison between state agencies and those organizations. OPPOSE 
 
AB 271 (Cook) I llegal Immigration: Public Benefi ts 
Declares the Legislature's intent to enact legislation that would prohibit any person who resides in the 
state from receiving the same benefits and privileges as a person who resides legally in the state and 
would require proof of citizenship to receive any form of state-funded benefits. OPPOSE 
 
 Access to decent, affordable housing 
 
SB 269 (McClintock) Public Assistance: Home Visits 
Amends existing law that relates to the CalWORKs program, under which each county provides cash 
assistance and other benefits to qualified low-income families and individuals. Requires the district 
attorney's office in the county of residence of an applicant for aid to arrange for an authorized investigator 
to conduct a home call, consisting of a brief interview with applicant and walk-through of the applicant's 
residence. OPPOSE 
 
 Freedom from violence and fear in homes, schools, workplaces, and 

communities 
 
AB 589 (Levine) Pupils: Teen Dating and Sexual Violence Prevention 

Establishes the Statewide Task Force on Teen Dating and Sexual Violence to develop a culturally 
competent model policy and protocol for school response to teen dating and sexual violence. The 
California Student Survey recommends that schools evaluate and treat school performance, school 
safety, and student health in its entirety by addressing the problem of dating violence.  Unfortunately, 
many teen victims have not been taught what to do when confronted with abuse and violence in 
dating situations.   Includes a number of other revising, clarifying, and conforming statutory changes 
to assist school districts in identifying, preventing, and responding to teen dating violence and sexual 
violence. This bill seeks to change this by:  
• Establishing minimum standards for school protocols on teen dating and sexual violence 

intervention. 
• Providing educators with resources on teen dating and sexual violence at both the state and local 

levels. 
• Increasing awareness of teen dating violence for students, teachers and parents. 
• Promoting collaboration between school districts and local victim services organizations. 
• Protecting student health and promoting a safe school environment. 

 
 
AB 621 (Smyth) Universities: Reserve Peace Offi cers 
Authorizes the trustees of the California State University and the Regents of the University of California 
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to establish reserve peace officer programs to supplement their respective police departments. OPPOSE 
 
 
SB 129 (Kuehl) Cri minal Communications 
Makes it a misdemeanor for a person to make telephone calls or contact with an electronic 
communication device with the intent to annoy another person at any place. Provides that a person is 
subject to the described penalties if the person knowingly permits any telephone or electronic 
communication device under the person's control to be used for the prohibited purpose. 
 
SB 524 (Corbett) Voter Registra tion: Confidentiality 
Extends the operation of the Address Confidentiality for Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, 
and Stalking program and the Address Confidentiality for Reproductive health Care Services Providers, 
Employees, Volunteers, and Patients program, which authorizes any person who is granted confidentiality 
pursuant to these provisions to file a new affidavit of voter registration or re-registration and be 
considered an absent voter for subsequent elections. 
     
 
To follow the progress of any of these bills, go to: www.leginfo.ca.gov. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
The AAUW California Public Policy Committee 
 
Pat DeRensis 
Rose Gernon 
Gloria Leonard 
Norma Maidel 
Eloise Mayo 
Susan Nelson 
Dolores Seidman 
Caroline Wood, Chair 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


